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Short  Guts  May  Halt 
Flooding  on  Pembina 


Preliminary  survey  work  is  un- 
derway to  control  flooding  of  the 
Pembina  River  northwest  of  Ed- 
monton. A  seven-man  crew  from 
the  Water  Resources  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  mak- 
ing the  investigation.  Sui-veys  are 
not  expected  to  be  completed  until 
1958,  but  some  remedial  construc- 
tion may  begin  this  year. 

The  meandering  river  has  long 
posed  a  problem  to  residents  along 
its  length.  Normally  the  river  is 
only  several  hundred  feet  in  width. 
In  floods,  it  has  overflowed  its 
banks  to  a  width  of  five  miles  in 
some  sections.  Because  of  low  banks 
and  level  topography  its  tortuous 
course  is  prone  to  alteration  in  each 
flood. 

Main  remedial  action  contem- 
plated is  construction  of  channels 
to  cut  out  winding  loops.  Major 


trouble  area  is  the  stretch  from 
Jarvie  to  Manola.  Straight-line  dis- 
tance between  these  two  points  is 
about  35  miles.  Length  of  the  river 
course  is  some  80  miles,  or  more 
than  double.  This  extreme  winding 
cuts  down  the  speed  of  water  flow, 
resulting  in  severe  flooding  when- 
ever the  discharge  volume  rises  be- 
yond a  certain  point. 

Engineers  calculate  the  river's 
volume  at  about  1,000  cubic  feet 
per  second  at  low  ebb.  In  a  recent 
flood  this  rose  to  approximately 
40,000  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Before  construction  can  begin, 
engineers  must  know  the  composi- 
tion of  the  river  bed  at  frequent 
intervals  along  its  course,  land 
elevations,  slopes  and  stream  flow. 
From  this  information,  now  being 
obtained,  they  are  able  to  calcu- 
late the  logical  spot  for  shortcut 
channels.  • 


Measuring  stream  flow  of  Pem- 
bina River  contributes  vital  infor- 
mation for  flood  control.  A  specially 
designed  boat  is  used  by  survey 
workers,  shown  here  moving  from 
one  location  to  another.  Boom  on 
foredeck  positions  "current  meter" 
in  stream.  Device  is  linked  to  set 
of  headphones  worn  by  operator, 


who  calls  out  readings  to  recorder. 
Craft  must  be  absolutely  station- 
ary while  recording.  To  achieve 
this,  two  cables  from  front  of  boat 
are  anchored  on  opposite  banks. 
Boom  and  cables  are  operated  by 
electric  winch  built  in  under  deck. 
Readings  are  taken  every  few  feet 
of  river's  width,  at  frequent  inter- 
vals along  its  course. 


Typical  winding  of  the  trouble- 
some Pembina  River  is  shown  in 
this  aerial  photo.  Engineers  propose 
to  control  flooding  bv  construct- 
ing shortcut  channels  joining  tops 
of  loops  to  straighten  out  the 
stream's  course.  Darker  horseshoes 


and  loops  denote  stagnant  lagoons 
called  "ox-bow  lakes,"  where  river 
once  flowed.  Much  farmland  has 
been  damaged  through  frequent 
flooding.  Straightline  distance  be- 
tween Jarvie  and  Manola  in  the 
trouble  area  is  less  than  half  that 
of  the  waterwav. 


FUEL  TAX  GRANTS  TOTAL  $10,870,002.19   TO  Ml 


A  total  of  $10,870,002.19  is  being  distributed  as  unconditional  grants 
to  eight  Cities;  86  Towns;  148  Villages;  seven  Counties;  41  Municipal 
Districts;  49  Improvement  Districts  and  four  School  Districts  located  in 
National  Parks. 

This  amount  is  being  distributed  under  the  authority  of  the  Municipal 
Assistance  Act  which  provides  that  50%  of  the  revenue  accruing  from  the 
Fuel  Oil  Tax  in  the  previous  calendar  year  shall  be  distributed  to  the 
various  municipalities.  The  distribution  is  made  on  the  basis  of  municipal 
population  and  other  factors. 

The  amount  of  $10,870,002.19  is  an  increase  of  $879,999.84  over  the 
amount  of  $9,990,002.35  paid  out  in  1956  and  represents  approximately 
$9.25  per  capita  as  compared  with  $7.80  per  capita  in  1956. 


Cities  (8)   $  4 

Towns  (86)    1 

Villages  (134)  &  (14) 

Summer  Villages 

Counties  (7)   

Municipal 

Districts  (41)   

Improvement 

Districts  (48)   

Special  Areas  (1)  .... 
School  Districts 

National  Parks  (4) 


Total 
Grant 

,702,869.18 
,491,879.59 

448,740.41 
558,489.62 

3,087,384.29 

489,639.68 
65,923.76 

25,075.66 


Total 


$10,870,002.19 


The  grant  to  all  Cities,  Towns 
and  Villages  based  on  census  re- 
turns by  these  municipalities  in  ac- 
cordance with  Secion  7  of  the  Act 
is  equal  to  a  payment  of  $9.25  per 
capita. 

Cities 

Name  1957  Grant 

Calgary   $1,780,931.93 

Camrose   53,795.00 

Drumheller    24,340.46 

Edmonton   2,204,263.59 

Lethbridge   280,423.93 

Medicine  Hat   192, 134.27 

Red  Deer  ...   125,586.42 

Wetaskiwin    41,393.58 


Total   $4,702,869.18 


Towns 

Name 

Athabasca   $ 

Barrhead   $ 

Bassano   

Beaverlodge  

Beverly  

Black  Diamond   

Blairmore   

Bonnyville   

Bow  Island   

Bowness   

Brooks   

Calmar   

Cardston   

Castor  

Claresholm  

Coaldale  

Cold  Lake   

Coleman  

Coronation  

Cynthia   

Daysland   

Devon   

Didsbury   

Drayton  Valley   

Edson   

Fairview   

Falher   

Forest  Lawn   

Fort  McLeod   

Ft.  Saskatchewan  

Gleichen  

Grande  Prairie  

Granum   

Grimshaw  

Hanna   

Hardisty  


1957  Grant 
11,957.53 
16,942.14 

6,963.66 

8,582.04 
52,028.66 

9,164.66 
18,246.09 
14,371.23 

9,257.14 
60,250.04 
21,455.11 

6,750.96 
24,109,26 

8,859.48 
25,607.42 
21,519.85 
10,144.94 
14,482.20 

7,648.01 
601.11 

4,614.70 
13,918.08 
11,347.16 
23,933.55 
28,317.05 
11,652.35 

7,416.81 
42,642.04 
22,916.28 
28,252.32 

5,373.03 
58,280.23 

3,144.28 

8,360.10 
21,519.85 

5,807.68 


High  Prairie  

High  River  

Hinton   

Innisfail   

Irvine   

Jasper  Place  

Lac  La  Biche  

Lacombe   

Leduc   

Lodgepole   

Lloydminster   

Magrath   

Manning   

McLennan   

McMurray   

Milk  River   

Morinville   

Mundare   

Nanton  

Okotoks   

Olds   

Peace  River   

Pincher  Creek   

Ponoka   

Provost   

Raymond   

Re'dcliff   

Redwater   

Rimbey  

Rocky  Mtn.  House 

Spirit  River   

Stavely     

Stettler   

Stony  Plain   

St.  Albert   

St.  Paul   

Strathmore  

Sundre   

Sylvan  Lake  

Taber   

Three  Hills   

Tofield   

Two  Hills  

Valleyview 
Vegreville 
Vermilion 

Viking   

Vulcan   

Wainwright 
Westlock  . . . 


16,119.08 
19,439.07 
31,387.35 
17,413.79 
2,145.51 
147,568.66 
10,699.81 
25,672.16 
18,976.68 
5,132.58 
23,175.22 
12,780.59 
6,713.97 
10,616.58 
10,265.16 
7,046.90 
8,850.24 
6,048.12 
9,682.55 
7,065.39 
18,514.29 
19,827.49 
15,989.61 
31,322.62 
8,119.65 
22,185.70 
18,505.04 
9,849.01 
9,062.94 
12,281.20 
6,871.18 
3,125.79 
31,063.68 
10,154.19 
13,455.69 
22,509.38 
6,723.22 
10,265.16 
11,152.96 
34,846.07 
10,126.44 
7,398.32 
7,426.06 
,175.14 
24,913.83 
20,308.38 
8,295.36 
11,134.46 
24,534.67 
10,505.61 


Total   $1,491,879.59 


Villages 

Name  1957  Grant 

Acme  $  2,700.38 

Airdrie   3,024.06 

Alberta  Beach  S.V   4,088.95 

Alix    5,539.49 

Alliance   2,894.59 

Amisk    1,442.67 

Andrew    5,567.23 

Arrowwood   1,997.54 

Barons   3,255.26 

Bashaw    5,520.99 

Bawlf    2,654.15 

Beiseker    2,968.57 

Bellevue    12,022.26 

Bentley    4,956.87 

Berwyn    3.162.78 

Big  Valley    4,059.83 

Bittern  Lake    638.10 

Blackfalds    3,264.51 

Blackie    1,932.81 


Botha   

Bowden  

Boyle  

Breton   

Bruderheim 

Burdett   

Carbon   


  1,109.75 

  2,876.10 

  2,950.08 

  5,234.31 

  2,681.89 

  2,080.78 

  3,273.75 

Carmangay    2,765.12 

Caroline    2,737.38 

Carstairs    4,586.96 

Castle  Island  S.V   119.76 

Cayley   1,350.19 

Cereal    1,424.18 

Champion    3,717.65 

Chauvin    3,264.51 

Chinook    1,424.18 

Chipman    1,858.83 


Clive 
Cluny  .... 
Clyde  .... 
Cochrane 
Consort  .. 
Cowley 


2,302.73 
1,821.84 
2,043.78 
6,538.26 
4,549.96 
850.81 

Craigmyle    1,276.21 

Cremona    1,812.59 

Crossfield    4,235.54 

Crystal  Springs  S.V   684.34 

Czar    1,488.91 

Delburne   4,300.27 

Delia   2,672.64 

Derwent    2,598.66 

Dewberry    2,062.28 

Donalda    2,404.45 

Donnelly   2,654.15 

Duchess    1,636.88 

Eckville    4,217.04 

Edberg    1,544.40 

Edgerton   2,700.38 

Elk  Point   5,493.25 

Elnora    1,701.61 

Empress    4,438.99 

Entwistle    3,458.71 

Evansburg   3,615.93 

Ferintosh   2,099.27 

Foremost   4,189.30 

Forestburg   5,715.20 

Frank    2,043.78 

Gadsby    1,128.24 

Galahad    1,988.30 

Ghost  Lake  S.V   410.60 

Girouxville    3,061.05 

Glendon    2,903.84 

Grand  Centre    10,126.44 

Grassy  Lake    2,237.99 

Gull  Lake  S.V   1,454.23 

Hairy  Hill   1,692.36 

Halkirk    1,932.81 

Hay  Lakes    1,942.06 

Hines  Creek    3,338.49 

Holden    5,058.60 

Hughenden   1,979.05 

Hussar   1,572.14 

Hythe    4,448.24 

Innisfree    2,950.08 

Irma    3,893.36 

Irricana    1,544.40 

Itaska  Beach  S.V   282.29 

Killam    5,123.33 

Kinuso   3,199.77 

Kitscoty  ;   2,718.88 

Lakeview  S.V   153.97 

Kapasiwin  S.V   376.39 

Lamont    5,844.67 

Lavoy    1,174.48 

Legal   4,226.29 

Lomond    1,747.85 

Lougheed    1,858.83 

Ma-Me-O  Beach  S.V.  ..  2,181.35 

Mannville    5,539.49 

Marwayne    3,523.45 

Mayerthorpe   5,594.98 

Millet    3,893.36 


Milo 
Minburn 
Mirror  ... 
Morrin  . 
Munson 


1,433.42 
1,387.18 
5,465.50 
2,293.48 
758.33 


Myrnam    4. 

New  Norway   2. 

Nobleford    2^ 

Onoway   1. 

Oyen    6. 

Penhold   1. 

Picture  Butte   8^ 

Point  Allison  S.V  

Radway   1, 

Rochon  Sands  S.V  

Rockyford    2. 

Rosemary    1. 

Rumsey   

Rycroft    3. 

Ryley    4! 

Sandy  Beach  S.V  

Sangudo    3. 

Seba  Beach  S.V   % 

Sedgewick   5. 

Sexsmith    3. 

Silver  Beach  S.V  

Smoky  Lake    5. 

Spruce  Grove    2. 

Standard    2. 

Stirling    3! 

Strome    2. 

Thorhild    2' 

Thorsby   4. 

Tilley    2^ 

Trochu    6. 

Turner  Valley   5 


Vauxhall 

Veteran   

Vilna   

Warburg   

Warner   

Warspite   

Waskatenau 

Wembley  

Wildwood  ... 
Willingdon  . 
Youngstown 

Total  ... 


069.07 
524.67 
580.16 
905.07 
371.80 
210.25 
147.40 
265.18 
877.32 
513.26 
090.02 
461.17 
989.52 
921.11 
577,71 
427.71 
061.05 
720.27 
,622.72 
190.52 
633.02 
,206.57 
857.60 
127.01 
976.59 
829.85 
700.38 
041.33 
219.49 
297.82 
835.42 
593.75 
228.74 
458.71 
200.99 
475.98 
470.41 
515.43 
515.43 
485.23 
985.84 
820.65 


$448,740.41 


Counties 

Total 

No.  Name  Grant 

1.  Grande  Prairie  $  75,653.14 

2.  Vulcan    106,739.19 

3.  Ponoka    74,208.55 

4.  Newell    79,531.65 

5.  Warner    84,203.77 

6.  Stettler    82,186.14 

7.  Thorhild   55,967.18 


Total   $558,489.62 


Municipal  Districts 


Total 

No. 

Name 

Grant 

2 

Forty  MUe  

$  89,603.05 

6 

Cardston   

78,943.15 

9 

Pincher  Creek  . 

57,897.19 

14 

Taber   

74,576.91 

25 

Lethbridge 

84,274.26 

26 

Willow  Creek  ... 

90,379.85 

31 

Foothills   

105,531.04 

34 

Acadia  

35,982.50 

40 

Wheatland 

96,147.37 

44 

Rocky  View 

119,550.37 

47 

Starland   

61,654.40 

48 

Kneehill 

93,849.70 

49 

Mountain  View  . 

92,724.58 

52 

Provost   

.  63,068.84 

53 

Paintearth   

60,466.39 

55 

Red  Deer   

99,503.88 

61 

Wainwright 

67,176.70 

62 

Flagstaff  

85,740.71 

63 

Camrose   

97,598.07 

64 

Lacombe   

94,645.97 

71 

Vermilion  River 

113,242.33 

72 

Minburn   

79,229.71  1 

73 

Beaver   

77,092.59 

74 

Wetaskiwin 

81,327.51 

75 

Leduc   

98,593.80 

81 

Eagle  

65,897.12 

MUNICIPALITIES 

82  Lamont    76,277.54 

83  Strathcona   130,000.00 

84  Stony  Plain    79,768.32 

86  St.  Paul   56,700.69 

87  Bonnyville   47,282.16 

89  Smoky  Lake    52,072.67 

90  Sturgeon  River  ..  77,569.37 

92  Westlock   69,105.58 

93  Lac  Ste.  Anne  ....  56,285.68 

103  Athabasca    57,012.11 

106  Barrhead   50,562.80 

130  Smoky  River   51,376.64 

133  Spirit  River   37,185.25 

135  Peace   40,134.72 

136  Fairview    41,352.77 


Total   $3,087,384.29 


Improvement  Districts 

Total 

No.  Grant 

8   $  170.53 

10    24,838.60 

11    39,508.52 

22    3,703.35 

27    3,353.17 

33    419.54 

42    23,863.27 

46    22,167.23 

946    40,308.02 

50    629.19 

58    2,808.94 

65    31,949.83 

68    2,703.68 

69    2,536.92 

77    28,334.50 

78    26,011.94 

79    16,949.89 

85    810.54 

95    18,361.61 

96    2,469.13 

101    7,809.44 

102    17,136.47 

107    6,339.21 

108    3,451.71 

109    10,249.02 

110    1,560.79 

111    1,686.74 

121    978.09 

122    1,580.85 

123    3.66 

124   15,079.40 

125    16,496.81 

126    14,880.40 

128    1,690.87 

129    2,149.42 

131    13,414.06 

132    21,119.89 

134    15,225.54 

137    215.28 

138    17,269.74 

139    15,344.31 

143    2,920.79 

144    140.94 

145    471.57 

146    2,527.05 

147    6,566.36 

148    47.08 

149    1,385.79 


Total   $489,639.68 

Total 
Grant 

Special  Areas   $  65,923.76 

Total 

Name  Grant 
Banff  School  District 

No.  102  $13,363.21 

Jasper  School  District 

No.  3063    10,140.31 

Waterton  Park  School 

District  No.  4233  ..  980.28 
Lake  Louise  School 

District  No.  1063  ..  591.86 


Total   $25,075.1 


Know  Your  Alberta 


Lone,  Massive  Boulders 
Mystery  on  Alberta  Plains 


Unique  in  Alberta's  topography 
are  huge  rocks,  seemingly  remnants 
of  the  glacial  periods.  These  bould- 
ers, most  of  which  lie  isolated  on 
flat  terrain,  are  found  along  the 
foothills  region  of  the  province. 
Typical  of  the  strange  blocks  of 
quartzite  is  the  "Big  Rock"  pic- 
tured above,  found  just  north  of 
Rocky  Mountain  House.  The 
boulder  is  about  20  feet  high  at 
the  peak,  40  feet  long  and  50  feet 
wide.  The  boulder  is  surrounded  by 
a  saucer-like  depression,  believed 
by  some  to  be  caused  by  the  paw- 
ing of  buffalo.  Lower  angles  of  the 
rock  are  quite  smooth  and  glossy, 
reportedly  worn  by  the  rubbing  of 
buffalo. 

A  study  of  the  erratic  formations, 
as  these  rocks  are  known,  has  re- 
cently been  completed  by  the  staff 
of  the  Federal  Department  of  Mines 
and  Technical  Surveys.  The  original 


Assure  Metis 
Safe"  Milk 


With  the  introduction  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Brucellosis  Control  pro- 
gram at  Paddle  Prairie  on  Metis 
Rehabilitation  Area  No.  1,  along 
the  Mackenzie  Highway,  140  miles 
north  of  Grimshaw,  sixty  families 
have  been  assured  a  supply  of 
"safe"  milk.  Under  the  direction 
of  the  Extension  Services  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  all  cat- 
tle on  the  area  have  been  blood 
tested.  Through  the  co-operative 
response  of  the  settlers,  tlie  reactors 
were  sold  for  slaughter. 

Settlers  who  have  had  to  sell 
their  infected  milk  cows  are  assist- 
ed by  the  Metis  Rehabilitation 
Branch  of  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare  in  replacing  them  with 
Bang's  free  cows  through  payment 
of  the  difference  between  the  sale 
price  of  the  settler's  cow  and  the 
cost  of  the  replacement. 

Costs  to  transport  replacements 
to  the  area  are  also  paid  by  the 
Branch.  • 


•      ^  ..J 

source  of  the  rocks  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  believed  that  they  were 
transported  to  their  present  posi- 
tion, by  either  the  Cordilleran  or 
Laurentide  glaciers. 

Largest  of  the  rock  blocks  is  just 
north  of  the  highway  to  Turner 
Valley  at  a  point  five  miles  west  of 
Okotoks.  It  has  a  mass  of  about 
18,000  tons.  • 


Seed  Dealers 
Need  License 
As  of  July  1st 

Effective  July  31,  dealers  in  cer- 
eal and  forage  seed  in  Alberta  who 
purchase  direct  from  producers  are 
required  to  be  licensed  and  bonded. 
The  legislation  is  similar  to  tliat 
introduced  for  livestock  dealers  in 
1956. 

The  new  provisions  are  designed 
to  give  stability  to  the  seed  trade 
as  well  as  protection  to  the  pro- 
ducer. Some  important  features 
of  the  regulations  set  out  the  re- 
quirements of  sales  agreements  and 
also  the  requirements  to  complete 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  seed 
crops  grown  on  contract. 

Annual  volume  of  forage  seed 
production  since  1950  has  averaged 
27%  million  pounds,  for  a  value 
of  almost  $5  million  per  year. 
About  90  per  cent  of  this  crop  is 
exported.  In  addition,  Alberta  farm- 
ers annually  grow  about  five  mil- 
lion bushels  of  registered  and  cer- 
tified cereal  grains. 

Licensing  is  administered  by 
the  Field  Crops  Branch  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  Bonding 
requirements  range  from  $5,000  to 
$15,000,  depending  on  the  dealer's 
volume  of  purchase.  Firms  employ- 
ing a  number  of  buyers  must  carry 
overall  bonding.  Each  buyer  is  then 
issued  an  authorization  card  on 
behalf  of  his  company.  • 


Coming  Events 

During  the  coming  year.  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 

events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.    Infoniiation  should  be  forwarded 

to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 

Aug.    1-  3    Annual  Fair     .         _       .   Rti  Deer 

Aug.    2-  3    Annual  Fair  -  _  _  Lamont 

Aug.    3  Annual  Fair               „.  _  .       -          _  _  -  _    Grand  Centre 

Aug.    4        Boating  Regatta,  Alberta  Championships     Drumheller 

Aug.    5-  7  Annual  Fair           _                               .          .  Camrose 

Aug.    6-  7  Annual  Fair                                    -  Barrhead 

Aug.    6-  7  Annual  Fair  _                 _              .     .    _        Grande  Prairie 

Aug.    8-  9    Annual  Fair  _  .      _  .  .  _  Athabasca 

Aug.    8-  9    Annual  Fair   Donnelly,  Falher,  Girouxville 

Aug.    9        Dairy  Field  Day       _    _    _  .  -   Olds 

Aug.    9  Dairy  Field  Day              .    .               _             -  Betchton 

Aug.    9-10  Annual  Fair              _    _     .       -          .     .  .....Olds 

Aug.  10-26  Race  Meet  _       _       .                                   _    _  Edmonton 

Aug.  12-16     Canadian  Teachers'  Federation  ._  _  Edmonton 

Aug.  13        Association  of  French  Educators  -  Edmonton 

Aug.  13-14    Annual  Fair    {Manning),  Battle  River 

Aug.  14        Annual  Fair  (Lougheed) ,  Goose  Creek 

Aug.  14-17  Annual  Fair  Horse  Show              .            .               _  Calgary 

Aug.  15-16    Annual  Fair  ._  _  _     High  Prairie 

Aug.  16         Alta.  Assoc'n.  of  Optometrists  Educational  Seminar   Calgary 

Aug.  19-21    Rodeo     Fort  St.  John 

Aug.  20-21     Horticultural  Show  _  _  Edmonton 

Aug.  20-21     Agricultural  Fair   „  _  _  Fincher  Creek 

Aug.  21        Dairy  Field  Day  _  Mayerthorpe 

Aug.  23-24  Horticultural  Fair                        _         .     .       _  Cardston 

Aug.  23  Horticultural  Show                        _  .               _  Calgary 

Aug.  23  Agricultural  Fair  .                                            .  Wildwood 

Aug.  23-24    Rodeo    _      .       .  _    North  Peace 

Aug.  24  Agricultural  Fair  _    .  „                      .      .    _    .  Darwell 

Aug.  24        Agricultural  Fair   _    .....Friddis-Millarville 

Aug.  25-31     Western  Canada  Baha'i  Conference   Banff 

Aug.  26-31    Oilmen's  Golf  Tournament   Banff 

Aug.  31  to 

Sept.  8      Canadian  Bar  Association  _  — Banff 

Sept.    2        Frontier  Days  _    _   _  Hazelton 

Sept.    5-  6    Alberta  Public  Health  Association   _  Edmonton 

Sept.    6-  7    Alberta  Provincial  Truck  Rodeo   Edmonton 

Sept.    8-12  Can.  W eekly  Newspaper  Association  ..Banff 

Sept.    9-11    American  Gear  Manufacturers'  Association   ...Banff 

Sept.  11        Agricultural  Fair  _  .„   _   „  „  Vauxhall 

Sept.  15-16    Empire  Mining  and  Metallurgy  Tour   Edmonton 
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WITHIN    OUR  BORDERS 


Children's  Zoo  Attracts  Thousands  at  Calgary 


The  only  major  zoo  in  Alberta, 
located  at  Calgary,  in  1956  attract- 
ed a  greater  number  of  visitors  than 
did  two  famous  national  parks  in 
the  province. 

Development  of  another  large- 
scale  zoo,  now  underway  in  Ed- 
monton is  expected  to  add  impetus 
to  this  trend  in  popularity.  This 
zoo  will  replace  the  almost  defunct 
Borden  Park  Zoo  in  the  central  part 
of  the  city. 

Officially  begun  in  1929,  with  a 
scant  few  specimens,  Calgary's  zoo 
has  been  expanded  to  more  than 
800  specimens  representing  about 
275  distinct  species.  They  include 
examples  from  many  foreign  lands 
as  well  as  most  of  those  native  to 
North  America. 

The  project  now  covers  the 
whole  42  acres  of  St.  George's  Is- 
land, situated  near  downtown  Cal- 
gary at  the  confluence  of  the  Bow 
and  Elbow  rivers.  Latest  innovation 
was  the  opening  this  spring  of  a 
children's  section  of  the  zoo.  Here 
voungsters  can  play  with  a  variety 
of  tame  animals  while  their  par- 
ents look  on  from  a  special  stand 
outside  the  enclosure.  Last  year  a 
ten-tank  aquarium  was  added  to 
house  an  extensive  display  of  tropi- 
cal fish.  On  the  east  end  of  the 
grounds  a  new  flight  cage  for  birds 
of  prey  has  come  into  use.  Measur- 
ing 100  feet  in  length  by  36  feet 
in  both  width  and  height,  the  steel 
mesh  structure  holds  the  majestic 
eagle  and  his  lesser  consorts  in 
open  confinement. 

Considerable  re-arranging  is 
slated  for  the  natural  history  park 
which  forms  an  integral  part  of 
the  zoo  proper  on  the  west  end  of 
the  island.  IJnder  supervision  of  the 
Alberta  Society  of  Petroleum  Geo- 
logists, the  42-odd  "dinosaur" 
replicas  will  be  arranged  according 
to  geological  ages,  as  well  as  dis- 
plays in  the  three  fossil  houses.  A 
new  gate  has  been  constructed 
forming  the  west  entrance  to  the 
zoo  and  history  park.  Concrete  pil- 
lars simulating  tree  tranks  support 
the  archway  replica  of  a  Pterandon, 
a  prehistoric  flying  reptile  with  a 
wing  spread  of  27  feet. 


Stately  trees,  wishing  well  and  animals  browsing 
loose  give  the  zoo  a  storybook  effect.  Adults  are 
allowed  in  this  section  of  the  zoo  only  in  company 
with  children  or  they  may  watch  from  a  special 
platform  outside  the  enclosure. 


Administration  of  St.  George's 
Island  Park  is  handled  jointly  by 
the  Calgary  Zoological  Society  and 
the  city  parks  department.  Oper- 
ational costs  are  borne  almost  en- 
tirely by  the  city.  No  admission 
charge  in  any  form  is  levied  on 
park  visitors.  Some  expansion  pro- 
jects, such  as  the  recent  addition  of 
an  aquarium,  are  undertaken  gratis 
by  local  organizations.  Supple- 
mental revenues  are  gained  through 
support  from  private  individuals 
and  through  annual  provincial  gov- 
ernment grants. 

Something  new  in  zoo  layout  is 
being  incorporated  in  the  proposed 
long-term  Edmonton  development 
near  Laurier  Park.  Barred  cages 
generally  will  be  replaced  by 
sharply  faced  grottos  and  deep,  dry 
moats.  The  riverbank  tract  of  107 
acres  of  land  lends  itself  ideally  to 
such  arrangement,  say  officials  of 
the  Edmonton  Zoological  Society. 
Public  vantage  points  will  be  above 
the  level  of  wild  animal  lairs  in 
native  setting.  Little  of  the  grotto 
and  moat  barriers  will  be  visible. 


"Zooperintendent"  of  the  children's  zoo,  Al 
Mohr,  captivates  his  youthful  audience  while  telling 
them  about  the  furry  little  rodents,  hamsters.  Mod- 
ern zoos  are  beginning  to  serve  as  outdoor  classrooms 
for  children  on  conducted  tours. 


Two  young  fellows  strike  up  an 
acquaintance  in  the  children's  sec- 
tion of  the  Calgary  Zoo  while  pet 
"p  o  o  c  h"  nonchalantly  watches. 
Four-year-old  Jimmy  Ross  in  this 
case  took  no  chances  against  the 
playful  antics  of  baby  kangaroo 
and  bribed  him  into  complete 
docility  with  part  of  an  apple.  Un- 
like other  parts  of  the  zoo,  the  chil- 
dren's section  allows  feeding  of  the 
animals  and  birds. 


giving  visitors  the  illusion  that  the 
animals  are  roaming  loose. 

Stocking  and  expansion  of  zoos 
is  usually  accomplished  through  a 
combination  of  purchase  and  trade. 
Most  begin  with  the  cheaper  and 
more  common  specimens.  As  these 
reproduce,  the  surplus  may  be 
traded.  During  the  past  year,  the 
Calgary  zoo  completed  about  50 
shipments  in  exchange  for  needed 
specimens.  Trading  was  with  vari- 
ous zoos  in  Canada,  the  United 
States,  Denmark,  England  and  Ire- 
land. One  of  the  best  trading  items 
of  the  Calgary  zoo  was  white  peli- 
cans. This  stately  bird,  native  to 
the  temperate  zones  of  North 
America,  is  in  keen  demand  else- 
where. Zoo  workers  trap  the  birds 
on  a  lake  near  Brooks,  Alberta. 
Before  such  activities  can  be  car- 
ried on,  participants  must  be  li- 


censed both  federally  and  provin- 
cially.  There  is  no  import  duty  in 
Canada  on  zoo  shipments. 

Chief  factors  in  establishing  ani- 
mal values  for  either  sale  or  trade 
are  spectator  appeal  and  general 
availability.  Lions,  prolific  breeders 
in  captivity  and  therefore  readily 
available,  sell  for  as  little  as  $100 
each.  Elephants,  rarely  knovm  to 
reproduce  in  captivity  are  priced 
at  approximately  $3,500  to  $4,500 
each.  Rare  Siberian  Tigers,  by  far 
the  largest  of  their  species,  sell  for 
about  $10,000  per  pair.  One  cur- 
rent price  list  quotes  a  female 
gorilla  weighing  12  pounds  at 
$5,500. 

Experts  predict  that  the  North 
American  trend  of  urbanization  will 
continue  to  accelerate  the  popu- 
larity of  zoos.  In  some  American 
cities  zoos  are  now  attracting  more 
visitors  than  all  major  sports  com- 
bined in  their  area.  A  rising  urban 
population  in  Alberta  foretells 
a  parallel  trend.  • 


Thousands  of  toddlers  discover 
the  wonders  of  the  animal  kingdom 
in  the  unique  "zoo  within  a  zoo" 
at  Calgary.  In  the  above  photo  a 
youngster  boldly  makes  an  offer- 
ing of  lettuce  to  a  pair  of  goats. 


